
April 1, 2013 
Much Ado 

I am going to open with Congressman Cramer’s (R) ND Statement on the much 
publicized statements of Melissa Merrick regarding their meeting last week:  

“I recently met with members of the North Dakota Council on Abused 
Women Services regarding the new Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) 
reauthorization, and my passion concerning some of the problems I fear 
may exist with this legislation.  Critics of this Act have expressed due 
process concerns in regard to some of its provisions.  I therefore voted in 
favor of an amendment designed to address this potential 
harm.  Unfortunately, my efforts were not supported by my Congressional 
colleagues.   
 
Because VAWA protects victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and 
stalking by streamlining grants, improving investigation, prosecution and 
victim services, as well as enhancing penalties against offenders, I voted 
in favor of this legislation.  
 
I am quite open about my passion regarding helping those within our 
society that are exposed to violence.  I believe my Congressional floor 
speech concerning VAWA, in particular, demonstrates my personal 
connection to this issue, as well as my apprehension in regard to the 
legislation I helped pass.  Certain statements I recently made regarding 
my frustrations with VAWA are under scrutiny.  This is deserved as, in 
hindsight, my tone and rhetoric was better suited for active debate in 
Congress (or a floor speech) rather than my true intention; requesting 
guidance from the peers of this important issue. I apologize. 
 
My intent was not to disparage anyone.  I want to end violence.  I truly 
appreciate Ms. Merrick’s statements, specifically relating to this issue, 
because it is a pointed reminder of what I love most about my country; 
equal protection, balance of power, due process.  And, most importantly, 
unfettered free speech, which is not only unopposed in its ability to humble 
its leaders, but its capacity towards inspiring debate.  But, I want to make 
clear that successful court challenges to all, or parts, of this legislation are 
always adjudged by our Constitution, notwithstanding the best intentions 
of its proponents.  Overturned convictions will revictimise the very people 
we are trying to protect.  

 

I am encouraged by the considerable energy available to fix the serious, 
societal problem of violence (against all victims).  It is my hope 
that improving lives is always our upmost focus.  Since VAWA 2013 is 
only the beginning, I look forward to working with all stakeholders to 
improve it.“      
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I, for one, am stunned by the over-reaction of Ms Merrick over this whole matter. 
She not only takes personal offense to something that was passionately about 
fairness, she calls for the fainting couch and the Tribe ramps up their Indignation 
machine to “Outrage”, calling in the PR Firm (in Alaska, no less. I hear they are 
excellent) and despite Congressman Cramer going on radio to apologize without 
any conditions or any ‘shared blame’ and without the offensive “If anyone was 
offended”, it was to my way of thinking, a real apology, but she turned up her 
petty little nose (yes, I said ‘petty’) and refused to accept his apology.  

So, right off the bat, I’d like to thank Congressman Cramer for bringing up the 
Elephant in the room: The fact that Tribal Courts are not fair, they are political 
and they don’t even require anyone to have a law degree to be a judge.  Who 
among us wants to roll those dice?  

Unfortunately, he couched his statement in personal terms that he would not feel 
safe if charges were brought against him in Tribal Court.  Who would? How many 
times has that very same Tribal Court literally stolen children from their homes, 
taken them away from their mothers, and given them to sex offenders? Too 
many!  

If you watch the upcoming PBS Frontline Special “Kind Hearted Woman”, you will 
see this very thing as it happens. You will get a really clear idea of how corrupt 
and incompetent as well as unreliable, Tribal Court is.   

No man nor woman has any reason to feel safe in Tribal Court or that there will 
be any degree of fairness or even legality in the proceedings.  The only people 
who benefit from Tribal Court are generally those connected to the Tribal Council 
and to the Tribal Chairman.  If you go up against one of their relatives or friends, 
you lose. I don’t care what kind of proof you have.  

I listened on the radio show where Cramer again apologized, and he was 
interrupted many times by the host who was saying how educated Ms Merrick is, 
and how highly thought of she is, not just in her community, but in other 
surrounding tribes…  

Oh give me a break!  

She was so offended by the violent words Cramer used that she just had to post 
it on Facebook, and every other publication that would take her at her word.   

She’s an abuse survivor, so that backs up her outrage?  

Let’s take a look at one particular case Ms. Merrick, as Director of Victim’s 
Assistance, dealt with, shall we?  

The wife of one of the BIA Cops on the rez, that one “special cop” who gets to 
decide that a 13 yr old child was not raped by a 37-year old man because the 
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rapist told him she wanted it,(It was ‘her’ fault)--- that cop, was having an affair 
with one of the employees under Ms. Merrick’s supervision. He got that young 
lady pregnant.  

When his wife confronted him on it, he beat, bit and stomped her.  The wife filed 
for assistance to get away from her BIA Cop husband, and she was still bruised 
and broken when she handed her letter to Merrick saying that she felt it was 
unfair that she had to have her husband’s mistress handle her claim against her 
husband.   

Of course the claim handed to the mistress was round-filed. And Ms. Merrick? 
The Abuse Survivor who is so outraged over harsh language? Did nothing. Not 
one penny of assistance. Not one direction to go. The wife had to move herself 
and her children, grandchildren out, on her own.  The staff member who was 
having the affair with the cop, has moved in with him, and still has her job.  

So, tell me again, about how well thought of Ms. Merrick is in her community. Tell 
me again at how she’s so offended by harsh language.  She is clearly very 
protective of the abusers in her tribe.  

Where Was She? 

In fact, this is the first time Ms. Merrick or her department has said anything 
about any abuse since all the Mandated Reports have been coming in for over a 
year now.  She has never responded to one Mandated Report on Child Rape. 
Where was she?  

Where was she when the wives, partners, children of the Abusive BIA Cops 
show up and ask for help?  

Where was she when her staff member was reported for not properly handling 
the case where there was clearly a conflict of interest?  Where the heck was Ms. 
Merrick?  

Was she off duty? Was she out getting more respect from other tribes?  

But here she is, all full of outrage over Cramer’s statement that he didn’t think the 
Tribal Courts would be fair to any outsider.  What makes him think this? Perhaps 
he has heard of how unfair Tribal Courts are to those in the Tribe. Ya think?  

I don’t know. He manned up an apologized without equivocation. That is rare 
these days.  

We have yet to hear any apology from Ms. Merrick over the many failed 
instances where she played politics and refused to do her job.  

Her feigned outrage, to my thinking, was pure politics. Everyone following her 
around and singing her song, you’re being duped.  
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Hidey Hole 

And where has Heidi Heitkamp been in all of this? 

And where has she been during all of this? Her office has yet to issue one 
statement on the safety or lack thereof, for the children on Spirit Lake Nation 
Reservation. Not a peep.  

Is she in some little dark cave somewhere? Has she not read these Mandated 
Reports? Or does she simply not care?  

It’s not often she pokes her face out of her hidey hole and makes an appearance. 
Maybe someone can ask her what her priorities are in cases of extreme abuse.  

Maybe, just maybe, Ms Merrick has blown this thing up for personal attention at 
the expense of getting any real issues discussed and resolved.  It is nice to see 
she’s made an appearance. Now, if we can get Heitkamp to even acknowledge 
the issues out there.  I think she sent a staffer, so perhaps, in the not too distant 
future, we can get a statement from her office on the issues of violence and 
abuse on the rez?  

Perhaps at least, an applause track from her office for Merrick turning a 
discussion on Violence Against Women Act into pure political theater?  
Something. Anything.  

Oh, do stay tuned! 

 

Purdon’s Pride 

I still chuckle when I remember Tim Purdon tying his professionalism directly to 
the career professionals in the BIA and FBI.  Let’s have a little look at one of the 
more recent “Professionals” he’s tying his reputation to, shall we?  

A drunk driver, the daughter of Michael Cavenaugh Jr, and Adel Johnson, who is 
also the sister to Pernell, the woman beater of our previous blog, ran over a 
woman who was the daughter of Debra Herold.  

The BIA cop arrives on the scene, the ambulance takes the victim away, and the 
cop starts to leave when people asked if he was going to arrest the visibly 
drunken driver.  

He shrugged his shoulders and said he would but he didn’t have any handcuffs 
with him, so no. No Arrest.  

Gee, why didn’t he bring that “Mobile Fingerprinting Machine” with him? I hear it 
solves all their problems. Surely, if getting that device means they don’t have to 
remove children from predators, it will magically mean that no charges, no arrest 
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in drunk driving cases of Cavenaughs.  Just hold up that machine and say: “See 
This? Problem solved!” 

That’s just one of the many “Career Professionals” Timothy Purdon says are just 
like him.  

I’m starting to believe him.  

Summary 

Ms. Merrick is dragging her fainting couch from publication to publicist claiming 
outrage.  Somehow, that means no one should look at how badly she does her 
job and how corrupt she is.  

Cramer has apologized.  Heitkamp says nothing about anything. And drunk 
drivers get to walk away if the Career Professionals in the BIA don’t bring 
handcuffs to the scene of an accident.  

This is life on the rez. Anyone want to take their chances in Tribal Court?  

You know where to find me. 

~Cat 

 


